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Dear friends,

When I sat down to prepare our annual letter from the 
Director, as I considered the reach, extension, and impact 
of Betel International’s ministry that has touched hundreds 
of thousands of lives and is today functioning in over 100 
cities in 20 nations—I am at a loss for words.

Betel can trace its humble beginnings from the arrival 
in 1983 of WEC missionaries (Worldwide Evangelization 
for Christ) in the working-class neighborhood of San 
Blas, Madrid. Those first ‘pioneers’, who, along with the 
transformed lives of the first addicts, alcoholics, and 
marginalized, became the model of what Betel’s program 
would offer and take to the nations.

Today, after 40 years, Betel’s residential communities 
and program are supervised and led by our professional 
and pastoral staff, most of whom themselves have come 
through Betel’s program to go on to serve as residential 
directors, staff, supervisors, and work team leaders.

Betel is grateful and proud to acknowledge this 
amazing ‘fusion’ of faith and professional standards. This 
unique work has been praised and awarded many acco-
lades over the years. In the year 2000 Betel was honored 
by the Spanish government and ‘Declared to be of Public 
Utility’.

It is our desire that Betel remains in the vanguard of 
those institutions capable of meeting the needs of the 
ever changing world in which we live—whether they be 
Europeans wrestling with substance abuse, homeless-
ness and unemployment, or the current surge of immi-
grants arriving in Europe from the developing nations in 
the Middle East and Asia, along with refugees from the 
present conflict and war in the Ukraine.

Truly the need for a people and a program like Betel’s 
has never been greater today.

We thank all our friends who have identified with Betel 
and our work among the marginalized over the years. 
We and those who have entered our program are indeed 
grateful.

The Betel family among the nations

Restoring lives
Letter from the Director

› ABOUT US WELCOME LETTER

There is always hope

Hexham, UK
Residents from the 

Betel women’s house

Elliott Tepper
International Director of Betel
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Mission Vision 
and Values

› ABOUT US MISSION ABOUT US OUR TEAM ‹

Mission
To restore lives damaged by alcoholism, 
drug abuse and social exclusion. We help 
people to be active members of their com-
munity, building values, skills and character.

Vision
To be a Christian-inspired entity that is the 
benchmark in the social sector to help the 
most vulnerable people. In this way, we 
promote the education and empowerment 
of people committed to our principles to 
extend Betel’s social works throughout the 
world.

Values
	› We are inspired by Christianity and 

Christian tradition

	› We defend basic human rights and 
the dignity of the individual

	› We consider the family to be the 
fundamental institution in society

	› We are committed to and embrace 
generous hospitality

	› Our community houses are free of 
charge

	› We strive for transparency, effective-
ness and efficiency in the utilization of 
our resources

Our Team
Betel’s Driving Force

Betel’s team is the driving force behind our work which provides 
a path of hope to people at risk of social exclusion and with 
addiction problems. Our professionals, volunteers and interns 
all work together towards the same goal: restoring lives. 

Betel has a team of professionals located in Madrid, Malaga, 
Barcelona, Tarragona, Seville and Zaragoza who offer expert 
support both nationally and internationally.

In Betel, we promote a model that has helped to radical-
ly transform many lives. It does so through it’s drug-free 
residential program, inspired by Christian values.

Betel’s social program is based on mutual help: com-
munity residents help each other through peer-support. 
The residents undertake occupational activities in Betel’s 
charitable businesses which fund the program and keep 
it free of charge.

Since 1985, Betel has helped tens of thousands of 
drug addicts, alcoholics and homeless individuals to 
begin again and restore their lives. Due to this, we firmly 
believe that there is always hope.

How can a life be restored?

Neumünster, Germany
Betel men working on the property

New York, USA
Pastors and directors of Betel International

SPAIN

Professionals Nº
Social services director 1
Area directors 20
Doctors 3
Dentists 7
Dental Assistants 7
Social Workers 5
Social Educators 2
Psycologists 2
Family Therapists 2
Attorneys 4
Economist 1
Arquitect 1
IT Specialist 1
Graphic Designer 1
Admin Assistants 10
Mechanic 1
Maintenance 3
Total 71

2022 Madrid, Barcelona, Malaga, 
Seville y Zaragoza

	› President 
Elliott Edward Tepper

	› Vice President 
Luis Pino Sanchez

	› Secretary 
Eduardo Hdez.-Lissen

	› Treasurer 
Juan Carlos Matesanz

	› Board member 
Javier GonzAlez Espejel

	› Board member 
Rafael Delgado Ramiro

Board of directors
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Since Betel International launched its internship pro-
gram in 2010, it has been an outstanding success. The 
program, gives young men and women the opportunity 
to live and serve in the Betel community alongside resi-
dents in various stages of recovery. 

Today, there are 14 men and women who serve in 7 
countries as long-term volunteers, all of whom origi-
nally started as short-term volunteers. We greatly value 
the positive results of the past 12 years that have seen 
us achieve the goals that originally encouraged us to 
start the program. In 2022, the program received 84 
requests from 21 countries and 5 continents, with a 
total of 7 volunteers that served in Spain and England.

International Volunteering
An Experience that Changes Lives

University students provide important support to 
human resources in the administrative and ac-
counting areas at Betel. They develop their studies 
in Madrid’s social care network, under the close 
supervision of their internship tutors. In 2022, Betel 
maintained Educational Cooperation agreements 
with higher education institutes.

	› Complutense University of Madrid
	› King Juan Carlos University
	› Pontificia Comillas University
	› Ramon Llull University

A highlight has been internships with Betel in social 
care. These have been completed at Betel’s head-
quarters in Madrid by students studying degrees in 
Psychology and Social Work from Pontificia Co-
millas university and King Juan Carlos university, 
respectively.

University 
Internships

› ABOUT US VOLUNTEER

Testimony

“I’m grateful to Betel 
for the opportunity and 
the trust placed in me 
to achieve my placement 
requirement. It has been an out-
standing experience, surrounded by brilliant 
professionals that have contributed as 
much to my academic and professional de-
velopment as to my personal development. 
After such a positive experience, you don’t 
see the world in the same way again. You 
learn to expand and broaden your mind, 
adapting to the context and to the person.”

Carla Saez Westphal 
Pontificia Comillas University

Volunteer from Mexico (center) serving in Malaga

Opportunities in
	› United Kingdom
	› Spain
	› Czech Republic
	› Finland
	› Germany
	› India
	› Kazakhstan
	› Portugal
	› Russia
	› UK-USA* 

More information:
betelinterns.org

* For US citizens

Make a difference 

Volunteers from Mexico with women from Betel Algeciras

Volunteer from Mexico (left) serving in Madrid

Volunteer from Mexico (right) in Madrid Betel volunteers in Puebla, Mexico

Volunteers from Mexico serving in Madrid
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Betel began in Spain in the inner city neighborhood of 
San Blas, Madrid in 1985, when a small group of WEC 
International missionaries (Worldwide Evangelization for 
Christ) helped a man named Raul Casto who needed 
a place to withdraw from his drug addiction. After his 
success, Raul wanted to help more people and so the 
rehab community of Betel was born. Today its program 
and communities can be found in over 100 urban areas 
in 24 nations. 

Methodology
Betel’s methodology is founded on the idea that each 
person has the potential to change one’s self and oth-
ers. It is a peer-motivated process by which desperate 
people help desperate people to maintain abstinence 
and move forward in their process of personal change 
and freedom from addiction. In each Betel home, the 
more advanced residents help the newcomers to adapt 
to their day to day activities in the program. 

Restoring Lives in Betel
A Story of Hope

› HOW WE HELP METHODOLOGY HOW WE HELP METHODOLOGY ‹ 

100
Cities

20
Nations

2.000
Betel residents 

worldwide

48
Rehab Communities 

in Spain

€ 24 Million
Savings for Governments 

and Families
(Worldwide 2022)

Prague, Czech Republic
Betel women refurbishing 
chairs for the charity shop

Madrid, Spain
Residents picking 

up firewood for the 
men’s house

	› A welcoming environment that 
encourages support between 
residents

	› An environment that is drug, 
alcohol and tobacco-free

	› Support in the process of 
personal change

	› Support for medical, dental, 
psychological, social and legal 
problems

What does Betel offer?

FAQ
What is Betel’s purpose?
To welcome and help people at risk of social 
exclusion and with addiction problems.

How does it work?
We offer a long-term residential program (12-18 
months), with the purpose of giving residents 
access to public healthcare, legal help and 
social guidance.

How is it supported?
The program is free for 100% of its users. It 
supports itself through funds generated by the 
occupational activities undertaken by residents, 
as well as through donations and subsidies 
from both public and private donors.

How to enter?
It is very quick and easy: Contact the Betel 
office closest to you. See our international 
directory on page 39 for more information.

Admissions in Spain

900 264 840
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HOW WE HELP ACTIVITIES ‹ 

Madrid, Spain
Residents unloading 
furniture at a charity 

shop in the Buenavista 
neighborhood

A Day in the Life
Developing Character

The daily occupational activities in Betel’s program 
have a therapeutic quality for the residents, as well as 
being a source of income for the center. This creates a 
safe and stable life in the residential houses.

These activities play a fundamental part in drug de-
pendency treatment, leading to the rehabilitation of the 
person and helping to recover dignity and self-esteem. 
It also facilitates mutually-supportive links and active 
collaboration among residents, which helps them to 
heal their emotional wounds and become active mem-
bers of their community.

In fact, in a professional interview, the majority of 
residents reported being more active, accomplish-
ing tasks quicker and to a higher standard. They also 
reported feeling more useful and satisfied, and recov-
ering the ability to make decisions.

Our occupational activities are therapeutic 
because:

	› They are goal oriented.
	› They have meaning for those who perform 

them.
	› They are a useful tool in the prevention of 

physical and mental illnesses, increasing 
skills and improving their quality of life.

	› They stimulate participation in daily ac-
tivities, thus breaking the cycle of social 
exclusion and marginalization. 

› HOW WE HELP ACTIVITIES

Birmingham, England
Betel resident restoring furniture

Madrid, Spain
Residents and volunteers preparing lunch at the headquarters

Prague, Czech Republic 
Food preparation at the men’s house

Zaragoza, Spain
Morning devotional

Sofia, Bulgaria
Betel soccer team

Madrid, Spain
Betel men at the Carabanchel Charity Shop
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Income-Generating Projects
Enabling Everyone to Enter Free-of-charge

It is only possible to provide Betel’s 
residential program free of charge 
to all who enter, thanks to the 
income-generating, occupational 
activities, that provide 95% of the 
economic income required for the 
organization to function.

The resources generated make 
it possible for Betel to offer its resi-
dential program freely to individuals 
who are at risk of social exclusion 
or struggling with addictions, with 
no maximum time limit, in a sub-
stance free environment.

Some of our projects 
around the world:

	› Second hand charity shops
	› Transport deliveries
	› Calendar sales
	› Cafes and restaurants
	› Chicken rotisserie shop
	› Gardening
	› House painting
	› Masonry
	› Animal husbandry
	› Handicrafts
	› Christian book stores

› HOW WE HELP ACTIVITIES HOW WE HELP ACTIVITIES ‹ 

95%
of expenses 

are covered by 
our charitable 

businesses
Alicante, Spain

Betel vehicles

Madrid, Spain
Cafe at the headquarters building

Alicante, Spain
Residents in front 
of a charity shop

Madrid, Spain
Furniture transport

Neumünster, Germany
Charity shop

Seville, Spain
Betel cafe

Madrid, Spain
Chicken rotisserie shop

14 ANNUAL REPORT - BETEL 2022
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Raquel’s Story 
Women’s house in Oporto - Portugal

My name is Raquel, I’m 41 years old 
and I’m from Barcelos, Portugal.

I arrived at Betel Porto with my life 
totally worn out and destroyed due to 
more than 15 years of taking drugs. At 
24 years old, I fell in love with the man 
who is now my ex-husband and who 
was using drugs. I got married and had 
three children. I was surviving between 
treatments, relapses and opportuni-
ties that my family were giving me, in 
exchange for disappointment after 
disappointment. I lost custody of my 
children, who stayed with my parents. 
I lost everything. I spent my days using 
drugs, no matter what I had to do to 
get them.

I was so tired, so desperate, that 
one night I begged God for a chance to 
repent for all the bad things I had done. 
Now I understand that God listened to 
my cry and He led me to Betel where I 
found His love and power in my life

I regained my family’s trust who 
now support me and are by my side. I 
have dreams and new projects at Betel. 
I am grateful for Jesus, my Saviour, my 
Lord and my Deliverer. I want to serve 
others and be a testimony of his love 
and power. Now I feel loved, valued 
and supported. 

› HOW WE HELP WOMEN

Women’s 
Houses
A Place to Start Over

The data from 2022 shows us the 
reality that women face when going 
into rehabilitation. Female addicts 
perceive greater social rejection 
than men. Those who are mothers 
also suffer additional difficulties 
like separation from their children, 
feelings of shame, guilt, and fear of 
losing custody of their children

At Betel, we offer them help, tak-
ing into account all of these issues 
so that they can get back on their 
feet and begin their lives again.

22
Women’s Centers in 

the World
4	 Spain
5	 India
5	 UK
3	 Russia
2	 Mongolia
1	 Portugal
1	 Czech Rep.
1	 South Africa

Petra’s Story 
Women’s house in Torrelodones

My name is Petra, I’m 66 years old 
and I was born in Romania. I had 
five siblings in my family, but one of 
my sisters tragically died in a traffic 
accident. Later, we all made our 
own ways in life. I arrived in Spain 
20 years ago, after the death of my 
mother, because I thought it would 
be the best place for me. I lived with 
my son, his wife and my grandson 
for seven years, until they started to 
have financial problems and I had to 
leave.

I’ve always worked, but when 
the last business I was working at 
closed, I ended up on the streets. 

Because I didn’t have anyone or any-
where to go, I found help at a Day 
Centre in Móstoles where I stayed 
for 3 months. After that, they sent 
me to Betel so that I wouldn’t have to 
live on the streets again.

At Betel, I found God, who saved 
me. He really exists. If it wasn’t for 
Him, I would have been dead over a 
year ago. 

I want to give thanks to God for 
my life, for Betel, for the church, for 
my pastors, for Vivi (who is in charge 
of the house), and for all the girls at 
Torrelodones. 

God is Real.

Torrelodones, Spain
Women’s house

Women with Children 
vs Without

28%
Without 
Children

72%
With 
Children

Age

50%
31-50

29%
Over 50

21%
18-30

81%
Substance 
Addiction

19%
Social 

Exclusion

Reason for 
Entry

115
New entries of 

women

16 ANNUAL REPORT - BETEL 2022
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199
Street70

Hospitals

64
Other

Prison Ministry
“You Visited me when I was in Prison”

A Life Well Lived
In Memory of Tomas

Another one of Betel’s focal points 
is prison work.

Our teams of volunteers un-
dertake weekly meetings, bringing 
hope and joy through music, per-
sonal testimony, video forums, con-
ferences, etc. As of 2021, and as a 
direct consequence of these visits, 
some inmates have been able to 
complete their prison sentences at 
Betel.

Betel Spain visits the following 
correctional facilities:

	› C. P. Ocaña II in Toledo
	› C.P. Madrid V Soto del Real
	› C.P. Cuenca
	› C. P. Seville I and Seville II
	› C. P. Botafuegos in Algeciras
	› C. P. Ceuta
	› C. P. Alhaurin de la Torre in Malaga
	› C. P. Archidona in Malaga

› HOW WE HELP OUTREACH NEWS ‹

Street Outreach
Offering a Way Out
The purpose of Betel’s street outreach teams is to 
traverse the city, approaching people and distrib-
uting food and leaflets which contain information 
about how to enter and where, that Betel is free-
of-charge and without a waiting list.

We offer help to people who have difficulty ac-
cessing public resources and private care, show-
ing them it is possible to find a solution to their 
situation, to find hope in the middle of despair, 
and giving them an opportunity to change the 
course of their lives.

We first met Tomas in April 1989 when 
Myk and I returned from Australia. 
Tomas was younger than all the other 
Betel leaders, but he had that clear 
leadership gifting and, when Valencia 
was proposed as a new opening, we 
immediately knew that we wanted 
Tomas to be the men’s leader. Tomas 
exuded a special charisma that at-
tracted people to him but, at the same 
time, he would state his mind to you, 
no matter who you were, or what you 
thought of him.

Over the next 33 years, Tomas 
would help establish the Valencian 
chapter of Betel, then pioneer another 
new Betel center in Mallorca, and later 
still, open Betel of Lisbon, Portugal.

He then returned to Betel Valencia 
to marry Alicia, mother of four chil-
dren, and to replace us as directors so 
that we could transfer to Naples, Italy. 
Under his and Alicia’s leadership, Betel 
Valencia developed further. Despite his 
huge health battles, Tomas stubbornly 
persisted until his health failed and he 
was taken from us.

Tomas’ life and ministry was unique, 
taken to the maximum and, as always, 
colorfully, joyfully, full speed ahead! His 
sense of humor was legendary. But one 
thing stood out in Tomas’ life: he never 
lost that deep gratitude for what Jesus 
had done for him. He leaves behind an 
enduring legacy of countless trans-
formed men and women and also entire 
families. He also laid the foundations for 
a godly family line of his own and today 
we rejoice with him for a life well-lived 
and we honor him for fighting the good 
fight, for finishing the race, and for 
keeping the faith.

New Solar Panel 
Installation in Betel 
Madrid
On the 1st of July 2022, Association 
Betel installed solar-powered energy 
on the building’s main roof. 156 panels 
have been installed, with a total surface 
area of 390 m2 and 60Kw of potential 
energy. This means that we are able 
to stop 73,70 tons of CO2 from being 
released into the atmosphere. The 
installation is connected to the electric 
network, therefore maximizing its eco-
nomic yield.

Betel Language 
Academy Opens in 
Madrid
In October 2022, the “Betel Language 
Academy” was launched at the Madrid 
headquarters building. This language 
academy, which specializes in English, 
offers small group classes for students 
who wish to receive practical training 
in English to help with their studies and 
work. The academy also offers prepa-
ration for official certification tests, 
principally the University of Cambridge 
exam.

Betel Bulgaria Sends 
Help to Turkey After 
the Earthquake 
On the 10th of February 2023, Betel 
Bulgaria donated 400 kilos of humani-
tarian aid to Turkey after the catastroph-
ic earthquake on the 6th of February. 
They sent them blankets, sanitary 
supplies, clothing for the disabled, and 
shoes. This was managed by a logistics 
center in Sofia, where the Bulgarian 
government (in collaboration with the 
Red Cross), made sure that the help do-
nated by NGOs and businesses, arrived 
in Turkey.

Lindsay and Myk McKenzie
Co-founders of Betel and 

Directors of Betel Australia

He leaves behind an 
enduring legacy of 
countless transformed 
men and women and 
also entire families

Tomas Lopez Parraga with his wife Alicia

Marseille, France
Betel street outreach team

Ocaña, Spain
Youth group visiting the Ocaña II prison 

333
Entries 

from street out-
reach in Madrid
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› HOW WE HELP CARE

Social Care
Information Services and Social 
Orientation
Our information and social orientation service is aimed at 
residents living in Betel’s community houses, to people 
and their families who rely on our food distribution proj-
ect, and to anyone who turns to us for help.

The purpose is to help people through the provision 
of information, assessment, diagnosis and social orien-
tation.

Services provided
	› Information service on the availability and access to 

social benefits
	› Social guidance service, tailoring the demand for 

individual social help and adapting it to the public 
resources and private care available.

	› Assistance with administrative formalities and provid-
ing a support in decision making

102
People 

assisted

64%
Spaniards

36%
Foreigners

65%
Betel 
Residents

35%
Non Betel 
residents

HOW WE HELP LEGAL ASSISTANCE ‹ 

Health
Care and Prevention for 
Betel Residents
In Betel, we offer integral physical, psy-
chological and social health assistance 
with specific objectives of the preven-
tion and treatment of disease. Treatment 
is offered through various professional 
interventions from the association itself, 
as well as through the public healthcare 
network. The community houses are ser-
viced as supported homes with access to 
external treatment through stable housing 
and peer-support among residents in their 
process of rehabilitation.

14%
Clinical 
Histories

66%
Consultations

20%
Preventative 

Care

Medical interview before entrance

Follow up medical consultations for 
chronic patients (HCV, HIV, AHT, 

DM)

Psychological interview to explore 
the general state of health

Basic documentation interview

Vaccinations 
(Flu, Pneumonia, Tetanus)

Prevention protocol for suicide risk

Initial medical 
and social 
interview

Medical and social 
consultation on 
demand1.475

Total Medical
Consultations

Data from 2022 Madrid and Barcelona

Data from Madrid 2022

199

986

287

Legal Assistance
Support for Legal Defense in Court

In 2022, 41% of residents that entered into Betel reported 
having legal-criminal matters pending. Given that prison time 
seriously hinders the social reintegration process, Betel offers 
this attention with the purpose of helping residents with pend-
ing legal-criminal matters.

Betel promotes alternative measures to prison, offering 
places in Betel’s program for the rehabilitation of the convict 
with substance addictions in an extra-penitentiary center.

As an inherent part of this legal-criminal intervention, the 
following actions are taken:

	› An initial interview with the collection of documentation
	› Preparation of intake certificates addressed to courts and 

defence lawyers
	› Substance-use analysis
	› Offering alternative sentence enforcement in place of im-

prisonment 
	› Interviews and evaluation reports of therapeutic progress 

at the request of the Prison Social Services, courts and 
tribunals

Professional Assistance

Data from Spain 2022

71%
Community 
Service for 
those outside 
of Betel’s 
program

9%
Suspended Sentences 

for Betel Residents

20%
Community 

Service 
Measures for 

Betel Residents

32

14

111

157
Total Judicial

Measures
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My name is Valentin and I want to 
tell you about something that hap-
pened in my life. 

I come from a working-class 
family in Talavera de la Reina (Tole-
do). We were five siblings. Remem-
bering my childhood, I can see the 
beginnings of a nightmare while 
I was growing up. From a young 
age, I was characterized as having 
a rare rebellious streak, despite 
my parents’ efforts to correct my 
behavior by sending me to board-
ing school. It was all in vain - there 
was something inside me that was 
inclined to seek out bad things.

After leaving school at 13 years 
old, I started to hang around unsafe 
places in Talavera and Madrid. I 
was lost in a spiral of dissatis-
faction that nothing could 
fill. The school of the 
street taught me theft, 
aggression, drug 
abuse, alco-

holism and vandalism, (I don’t need 
to go on). The pit I was in became 
darker and deeper. I was sent to 
various prisons and was declared 
terminally ill in hospital. My life was 
on the edge of an abyss, sustained 
by a machine that kept me alive. 

This is when I realized that I 
had a serious problem. My family 
told me about a rehab center in 
Valencia called Betel, that was free. 
So, in 1992, I agreed to try it, and 
my big change began. Although it 
wasn’t easy at all, I found a great 
hope for deliverance. There was 
something different there, a sense 

of familiarity; 
people 

were interested in me, they helped 
me and motivated me. They spoke 
to me about Jesus, of God’s love 
for my life, and the Lord won out 
against me, not because of His 
strength but because of His love. 
Now I know that my life outside of 
Jesus doesn’t have any meaning. 
He fulfills me.

A few years later, God put the 
love of my life in my path (Marisi), 
to whom I am happily married. We 
have two children, Samuel and 
Elias, who are a gift from Heav-
en. Now I understand that what 
we need today are families with 
Christian foundations and values. 
Currently, my wife and I serve God 
in Alicante, trying to make a pos-
itive impact on society. God has 
sown a desire in our hearts to help 

young people and those who are 
not so young, who are fighting 

to leave the world of drugs, 
just like I was.

Stories from Betel
Valentin and Marisi, Directors of Betel Alicante

› BETEL WORLDWIDE PHOTOS REPORT BETEL ALICANTE ‹ 

Alicante, Spain
ValentIn and Marisi

Brazil France South Africa

England

Italy

Russia

Spain

EnglandFrance

Mexico

22 23 
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› REPORT BETEL ALICANTE REPORT BETEL ALICANTE ‹ 

My name is Gerard Fernandez, I’m 41 
years old and I am currently a supervi-
sor at Betel Alicante. I want to tell you 
all my story.

When I was a teenager, I began to 
have problems with gambling. I started 
with slot-machines but as the years 
went by, I began to lead a life of deceit, 
manipulation, jail, and endless prob-
lems.

After entering into various paid 
rehabilitation centers, my parents 
were tired of helping me and I had 
to look for a free place where I could 
enter of my own accord. I found out 
about Betel through social media and 
I decided to try it. After a year and a 
couple of months, I left. A short time 
later, I relapsed. I lost my children and 
my wife, but thanks to God, I had the 
opportunity to enter into Betel Alicante. 
Here, with the help and support of my 
pastors ValentIn and Marisi, I found 
God’s peace in my life again.

The Lord returned not only my 
wellbeing to me, but also my children 
and my family. Because of this, I made 
the choice to stay here with my family 
so that I could serve the Lord and give 
back to Him, in some way, everything 
that He is doing for me. I am sure that 
He will continue to help me in every-
thing I do.

Gerard’s Story 
Betel Alicante

Alicante, Spain
Betel Community

Betel team at the one of the Charity Shops

Alicante, Spain
Sunday lunch at the 

Betel men’s house

Valentin and Marisi, directors and 
pastors of Betel Spain, started leading 
Betel Castellon in 1998. In 2005 they 
arrived in Betel Mallorca and in 2010 
they transferred to Valencia until they 
consolidated the work there. It was then 
that they considered the possibility of 
opening a new house in Alicante.

Valentin tells the story, “When we 
arrived, we found people with all sorts 
of different needs: social exclusion, 
homelessness, addiction problems, im-
migration from South America as well 
as from Eastern European countries. 
Some of the immigrants were homeless 
due to drug problems. We’ve had no 
shortage of challenges or problems, 
but thanks to God, nothing that can’t 
be overcome”.

Today, Betel Alicante has gained the 
support of local government, the courts 
and the police, along with other rehabil-
itation centers. It is also an active mem-
ber of Alicante’s pastoral fellowship. 

They often transfer people to other 
Betel centers because they don’t have 
space for everyone.

“We are happy and excited to con-
tinue,” says Valentin.

In the future they would like to open 
a Women’s house and another Men’s 

house in Alicante. Also, they have a 
vision of expanding to Benidorm or 
Elche, which are important cities in the 
region and need an organization like 
Betel.

10 Years of Betel Alicante
Nothing Unsurmountable

“We are happy 
and excited to 
continue”
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15th Anniversary of 
Betel’s Dental Clinic
Dental Care with a Social Focus

Betel started the Dental Clinic in 
2008 and it has just turned 15 years 
old.

The beginnings were hum-
ble, with only one dental unit, but 
the great demand required us to 
expand our services, and today we 
have 4 dental units working at full 
capacity.

In 2017, we received the Gold 
medal in work for the AEDEEC 
(European Association Of Economy 
And Competition).

Throughout the years, we have 
received private and public sub-
sidies and the responsibility of 
attending to patients who come 
from the Municipal Social Services 
of Madrid and from other councils’ 
social services.

In 2022, we attended 3,220 peo-
ple with a total of 11,452 consulta-
tions. These statistics, along with 
the positive feedback we receive, 
and reviews on social media, en-
courage us to continue improving 
our services, which, when all is said 
and done, is the primary objective 
of our clinic. 

We want to congratulate our 
team of professionals that have 
made this dental project possible 
and, from a social viewpoint, have 
turned us into a leader in the sector 
of social dentistry. We want to also 
thank all the patients for their trust 
in Betel.

May God help us to continue 
serving society for many years to 
come.

Preparing Leaders
Training Course Reaches Student Throughout Spain

Since 1998, Betel Madrid has cele-
brated our ‘Basic Monitor Training 
Course’ with the aim of creating a 
space to share knowledge of basic 
concepts from a bio-pyscho-social 
and drug-related focus. The course 
trains students in the prevention of 
diverse conditions and illnesses, 
both physical as well as mental, 
providing practical tools which 
permit residents in Betel’s program 
to help one another effectively in a 
system of peer-support. In this way, 
people with a shared problem help 
each other to maintain abstinence 
and to advance in their personal 

process of change. The training 
encourages students to become 
agents of social change in their 
environment.

In 2022, the 24th Basic Monitor 
Training Course was celebrated 
from the 14th of September to the 
14th of December, consisting of 16 
hours of total class time. We have 
continued to offer a hybrid course, 
combining in-person classes and 
online classes. A total of 24 stu-
dents received diplomas, with 11 
of these students in-person and 13 
online, from various Betel commu-
nities throughout Spain.

11.452
Consultations

24
Students
11 in-person

13 online

› HOW WE HELP TRAINING HOW WE HELP DENTAL CLINIC ‹

Madrid, Spain
Graduation ceremony for the XXIV Basic Monitor Training Course

Madrid, Spain
Celebrating the 15th Anniversary of Betel’s Dental Clinic

Madrid, Spain
Betel Dental Clinic
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Entries in Spain 
By Autonomous Region

Andalusia 669

Aragon 26
Balearic Islands 26
La Mancha 226
Catalonia 60
Madrid 537
Valencia 159
Galicia 14
Basque Country 5
Ceuta 8
Total 1.730

South Africa
25

India
1.159

Australia
11

Mongolia
120

Kazakhstan
24

Nepal
187

Mexico
50

Brazil
14

Argentina
5

Europe
30 Bulgaria
30 Czech Rep.
9 Finland
22 France
11 Germany
37 Italy
92 Portugal
70 Russia
1.730 Spain
418 UK

4.044
International Entries

Who We Help
Profile of a Betel Resident

Through studying relevant data from our resi-
dents in 2022, it can be highlighted that 36% 
of residents live alone before coming to Betel. 
On the other hand, 15% were living in unstable 
housing and 13% were living on the streets 
before coming to Betel (this figure has almost 
doubled since 2021).

In the face of social exclusion, which has 
been worsened by loneliness, unstable hous-
ing and homelessness, drug addiction is the 
primary reason for entering into Betel (44%), 
with alcoholism as the secondary reason 
(33%).

1% A
fric
a

2% 
Ame

rica

Oce
ania

60%
Europe

37%
Asia

› WHO WE HELP STATISTICS WHO WE HELP STATISTICS ‹

Reason for Entry

6%
 O

th
er17%

Social 
Exclusion

10%
EU

33%
Alcoholism

20%
Non 
EU

24%
Sepa-
rated

44%
Drug use

70%
Spanish

67%
Single

Nationality Marital Status

89%
Men

11%
Women

44
Median Age

People with pending 
Legal-Criminal 
Matters

41%

Housing

Homeless

Unstable

Family

Family of origin

Alone

13%
15%
15%
21%
36%

Employment

Active

Pensioner

Unemployed with 
previous job
Long term 

unemployment

No activity

3%
6%
34%
36%
21%

Education

High school

Primary

None

University

Secondary

5%
19%
35%
35%
6%

Substance Use

35%
Alcohol

27%
Cocaine

3%
Heroin

16%
No Use

6%
Other

13%
Multiple Substances

Madrid

Algeciras

Ceuta

Malaga

Motril

GranadaHuelva

Cadiz
Chiclana

Seville

Almeria

Guadalajara

Cuenca

Ciudad 
Real

Valencia

Alicante

Mallorca

Barcelona
TarragonaZaragoza

BilbaoOrense

Porto

Lisbon

Faro

8%
Married

1%
Widowed
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Youth Ministry
Teaching Eternal Values
Since its beginnings, Betel has put great importance on teaching Christian 
values and principals to children, teenagers and young adults, recognizing 
that they are the present and future of this generation.

Every year, with this objective in mind, Betel develops social-educa-
tional projects, focused on the integral development of young people 
through fun and recreational activities.

During 2022, Betel Spain carried out activities in 9 cities with work-
shops, value education, outings, video forums and musical training.

Significantly, Betel organized two summer camps by age group: a 
summer camp for children between 6 and 12 years old which was held 
between the 26th and 30th of June, with 73 children and 40 supervi-
sors in attendance. A summer camp was also held for young adults and 
teenagers from 13 years old and upwards, between the 10th and 14th of 
August, with 175 campers and 25 supervisors in attendance.

Ciudad Real, Spain
2022 Summer Camp at the 

Betania Retreat Center with the 
theme “I’m Not a Robot”

Ciudad Real, Spain 
Youth Camp 2022

WHO WE HELP CHILDREN ‹› WHO WE HELP CHILDREN

30 ANNUAL REPORT - BETEL 2022
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48,059 Kilos of Love
Reaching More Families in Need
Every year, Betel helps hundreds of needy families through it’s 
food distribution ministry in Madrid and around the world. The 
work in Madrid is carried at the Betel Headquarters with two 
distribution channels:

› Food donated by the Madrid Food Bank
Food from Madrid’s Food Bank is distributed every fortnight to 
local families who have demonstrated their need via a favorable 
report from Betel’s social work team.

In 2022, Betel helped 90 families with a total of 253 individu-
als, 115 of whom were women and 138 men. Immigrants made 
up 68% of the total, while minors under 16 years of age made 
up 27% and those over 65 years of age made up 6%.

› Food donated by supermarkets
This distribution method, called ‘Kilo of love’, uses food that has 
been donated by supermarkets in the area. The food is given out 
weekly, so that it reaches a larger number of beneficiaries. ‘Kilo 
of Love’ provides ongoing help to 80 families, with a total of 160 
individuals.

› KILO OF LOVE KILO OF LOVE ‹ 

Madrid, Spain
Team of volunteers for Kilo of Love

Upper left: Donation of toys 
Other photos: Distributing food

Madrid, Spain
Food distribution at the Betel Headquarters

I am Valeria Castillo. My family and I 
form part of Betel’s ‘Kilo of Love’ team.

Over 20 years ago, I arrived in Spain 
from Ecuador, and due to the situation 
that I was living in back then, not having 
a job, I had to get help from a food bank. 
Over time, and thanks to God’s good-
ness, I was able to find a stable job and 
our economic situation improved.

I can say that I know first-hand the 
problems of people who turn to food 
banks, especially nowadays, because I 
have been in that situation myself.

I give thanks to God for the privi-
lege of being a part of Kilo of love, given 
that through this resource, we can help 
many people, and more importantly, we 
can show them God’s love. It is good to 
see happiness on the faces of the peo-
ple who receive the food, but more than 
anything, it is rewarding to be an instru-
ment in the hands of God.

Valeria’s Story 
Volunteer - Betel Madrid

32 ANNUAL REPORT - BETEL 2022
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Betania 2022
Betel’s International Camp Meeting

After a two-year break, Betel celebrated it’s International 
Camp Meeting in August 2022 with the motto “New Times” 
inspired by the Song of Solomon, “For, lo, the winter has 
passed… the time of the singing is come”.

Located one kilometer south of Ciudad Real (Spain), Be-
tel’s retreat center known as ‘Betania’ is the perfect place 
for summer camps, retreats and conferences. It offers ac-
commodation for 28 families and 300 individuals. At Betel’s 
camp, hundreds of people used the services in order to 
camp with bathrooms and showers.

Meetings were held in the multi-purpose summer audi-
torium which holds 2,000 people. Children’s activities took 
place in the air-conditioned auditorium which is suitable 
for up to 300 people. In their free time, everyone enjoyed 
the swimming pools, parks, fruit trees and sports grounds, 
which include football fields, basketball and volleyball 
courts. The Dinner service served over 350 diners.

retirosbetania-betel.org

› RETREAT CENTER BETANIA

Ciudad Real, Spain 
Betel International Camp 2022 at 

the Betania Retreat Center

34 35 

RETREAT CENTER BETANIA ‹ 
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BaptismsLunch in the Malaga tentTeam from Betel France

WEC-Betel Missionaries

Free time
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Betel in Asia
House of Hope
Since it’s inauguration in 1999, Betel 
in Asia has grown exponentially. This 
year Betel in India, known in Hindi as 
Asha Bhawan (House of Hope) cele-
brated its 23rd Anniversary. Betel of 
Mongolia celebrated its 14th Anni-
versary in June of 2022 and Asha 
Bhawan in Nepal celebrated its 13th 
Anniversary.

1

2

4

3

Mongolia
City Year

India 1. Gurugram 1999
2. Guwahati 2004
3. Dimapur 2005
4. Jodhpur 2006
5. Delhi 2007
6. Shillong 2008
7. Kolkata 2008
8. Chandigarh 2009
9. Jaipur 2009
10. Coimbatore 2011
11. Moreh 2012
12. Ooty 2013
13. Kota 2015
14. Solan 2016
15. Trivandrum 2016
16. Itanagar 2017
17. Siliguri 2019
18. Udaipur 2019
19. Darangamela 2021
20. Tura 2022
21. Tinsukia 2022

Nepal 1. Kathmandu 2009
2. Pokhara 2012

Mongolia 1. Ulaanbatar 2008
2. Darhan 2012
3. Zamiin Uud 2015
4. Dornod 2020

› BETEL WORLDWIDE ASIA BETEL WORLDWIDE ASIA ‹ 

Nepal

Gurugram, India
23rd Anniversary celebration at Asha Bhawan

Mongolia
Leaders retreat

Kathmandu, Nepal
Leaders of Asha Bhawan 
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India
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Directory

Africa
NORTH AFRICA
T. +34 956 51 07 44

SOUTH AFRICA
Suite 197, Private Bag x4, Menlo 
Park 0102 • Pretoria
T. +27 793 84 87 61

Asia
INDIA
T. +91 124 351 11 31

KAZAKHSTAN
T. +7 778 328 7375

MONGOLIA
Songinhairhan District
Area 3, 1-10
Ulaanbaatar City
T. +976 997 96824

NEPAL
T. +977 980 106 0066

America
ARGENTINA
Calle 157, 1667 (e. 66 y 67)
1900 La Plata • Buenos Aires
T. +54 221 456 3336

BRAZIL
Alameda dos Eucaliptus, 750
Chacara Seabra 06900-000
Embu-Guaçu • São Paulo
T. +55 11 967 369 058

MEXICO
Ferrocarril, 3 Lomas de San Juan
72700 Cuautlancingo • Puebla
T. +52 22 22302445

Europe
GERMANY
Wasbeker Str 276
24537 Neumünster
T. +49 4321 179495 

BULGARIA
Ul. Pop Bogomil, 49
Sofia 1202
T. +359 2 83 52 68

FINLAND
Lyyranpolku, 1 
01480 Vantaa • Finland
T. +358 445 477 767

FRANCE
72 Rue Monte Cristo
13004 • Marseille
T. +33 4 910 25415

ITALY
VIa Roma, 509
80017 Melito di Napoli • NA
T. +39 081 060 82 91

PORTUGAL
Avda. 25 de Abril de 1974, 5A
2800-300 Almada • Lisboa
T. +35 121 276 3168

UNITED KINGDOM
Windmill House
Weatheroak Hill
Alvechurch • Birmingham
B48 7EA
T. +44 121 594 0650

CZECH REPUBLIC
U Hrbitova , 939
27801 Kralupy nad Vltavou
T. +42 0731 501 150

RUSSIA
Ambulatornaya Street 53,  
Novo-Ivanovskoe  
Mokovskaya Oblast
143026 Moscow
T. +7 915 322 88 25

Oceania
Australia
PO Box 806 Lilydale
3140 Victoria 
T. +61 1300 904 505

ALGECIRAS
C/ Segismundo Moret, 7
11201 Algeciras • Cadiz
T. +34 956 58 70 08 

ALICANTE 
Av. Pintor Gastón Castelló, 40 Bajo
03014 Alicante
T. +34 965 17 12 47

ALMERIA
C/ Hermanos Pinzón, 37 Local
04005 Almeria
T. +34 950 23 41 27

BARCELONA 
C/ Santa Llucia 10 Bajo
08191 Rubi • Barcelona
T. +34 93 588 63 24

BILBAO
Plaza Aita Patxi 2, Local 7
Entrada Errondoko
48015 Bilbao • Bizkaia
T. +34 94 416 26 17

CADIZ
C/ San Bruno, 28 
11100 San Fernando • Cadiz
T. +34 856 17 61 88

CEUTA
Paseo de la Marina, 26 
51001 Ceuta
T. +34 956 51 07 44

CIUDAD REAL
C/ Toledo, 34
13003 Ciudad Real
T. +34 926 22 89 13

CUENCA
C/ Zaragoza, 2 Bajo 
16003 Cuenca
T. +34 969 21 29 33

GRANADA
Av. America, 53 Bajo
Barrio Zaidin
18008 Granada
T. +34 958 13 14 10

GUADALAJARA
C/ Wenceslao Argumosa, 13
Esq. Dr. Fleming
19003 Guadalajara
T. +34 949 22 97 69

HUELVA
Avda. de Cristobal Colon, 82
21002 Huelva
T. +34 959 28 21 91

MADRID • HEADQUARTERS
C/ Antonia Rodriguez Sacristan, 8 
28044 Madrid
T. +34 91 525 22 22

MALAGA
Av. Jose Ortega y Gasset, 286
PolIgono El Viso • 29006 Malaga
T. +34 952 33 49 26

MALLORCA
C/ Francisco Fiol y Juan, 7, Bajo
07010 Palma de Mallorca
T. +34 971 75 38 82

MOTRIL
Plaza San Sebastian, 3 
18600 Motril • Granada
T. +34 958 60 02 06

ORENSE
C/ Nuestra Señora de la Sainza
8 Bajo
32005 Orense 
T. +34 988 25 37 51

SEVILLE
C/ JardIn de la Isla, 6-M, Expolocal 
41014 Seville
T. +34 95 468 08 45

TARRAGONA
Travessera Nou de Sant Josep, 17
43204 Reus • Tarragona
T. +34 977 77 69 83

VALENCIA
Ctra. D’Escriva 6 Bajo
46007 Valencia
T. +34 96 341 04 33

ZARAGOZA
C/ Arias, 35
50010 Zaragoza
T. +34 976 53 48 84

Spain International

Get Involved
› Donate Furniture
Betel’s program relies on donations of second-
hand furniture, appliances, clothing and other 
household items. Ask for a collection on our 
webpage: rastrobetel.org

› Hire Us
We carry out masonry, painting and local 
removal services at affordable prices. For an 
estimated, fixed budget, call us on: 
900 264 840 (Spain)

› Volunteer
Volunteers are Betel’s shining stars. Our ex-
pansion and vision is kept alive by them.
For more information, visit: 
betelinterns.org

› Support us Financia l l y
Each donation helps Betel to fulfill its mission 
to restore lives broken by addiction and social 
exclusion. Donations have important tax 
benefits.

To make a donation by bank transfer:
ES16 2100 3279 0413 0026 6837 (CaixaBank)

Donations via PayPal:

Nepal Germany

Spain

UK



Betel
Antonia RodrIguez Sacristan, 8 
28044 Madrid Spain
Telefone: +34 91 525 2222
Email: madrid@betel.org
Web Spain: betelespana.org
Web International: betel.org

Betel
Restoring Broken Lives

Kathmandu, Nepal
Men’s house


